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 “The tongue of the righteous is choice 

silver; the heart of the wicked is of little 

worth.” - Proverbs 10:20 

Based on the needs of your body, a heart is 

more valuable than a tongue.  Obviously the 

Lord gives them both to us people as good 

gifts.  However, every part of your body 

depends upon your heart.  But, this is not the 

case for your tongue.  Oh, sure your tongue is 

useful for communicating and eating, and is an 

important part of your body.  However, your 

heart is an even more valuable part of your 

body.  And yet, this Word from God teaches 

us that the tongue of the righteous is choice 

silver, something of great value.  But the heart 

of the wicked is of little worth.  How can it be 

that a tongue is more valuable than a heart?  

Well, if the tongue is redeemed by Jesus.  In 

Jesus, all things that were of little to no value 

before become incredible valuable.  And so, 

your tongue is valuable, not just to you, but to 

the Lord.  And that means that what flows 

from your tongues should be pleasing in the 

Lord’s sight.  Jesus teaches that what flows 

from the unredeemed heart is all kinds of sin.  

This should not be the case with the 

Christian’s tongue, because it has been made 

valuable by the Lord.  So the Lord’s praise, 

and the Truth of God, and all that is honorable 

is what should flow from our tongues.  God 

help us to receive this wisdom. 

 

“Doing wrong is like a joke to a fool, but 

wisdom is pleasure to a man of 

understanding.” - Proverbs 10:23 

 

You can hear the frustration of people in 

different corners complaining about those 

who make light of sin.  It is a tragedy when 

people are unashamed by sin.  The Lord 

says this in Jeremiah 6:15, “Are they 

ashamed of their detestable conduct?  No, 

they have no shame at all; they do not even 

know how to blush.”  Too often people 

flaunt their sin. Think about how sinful 

things are often used to gain popularity in 

our world.  And there are people who laugh 

at sin.  When people respond to sin in this 

way, they perhaps are ready to acknowledge 

that sin was wrong.  But rather than deal 

with the consequences of the wrongness, 

isn’t it just easier to diminish the importance 

of the wrong.  Why not just laugh at it 

instead?  While, it might be easy for us to 

recognize how these things are going wrong 

in the world around us, God’s Word calls us 

to even more than recognizing the wrong.  

This Word of God challenges us to actually 

strive for what is good.  You see, if we 

aren’t the ones who laugh at and make light 

of sin, then the wisdom of God should be 

our pleasure.  God help us to receive this 

wisdom. 

“Like vinegar to the teeth and smoke to 

the eyes, so is the sluggard to those who 

send him.” – Proverbs 10:26 

 

Vinegar to the teeth.  Smoke to the eyes.  

Just the thought of either makes one recoil.  

The discomfort with both is immediate and 

intense.  This is what the sluggard is like to 

those who send him.  Sluggard is not a word 

we use often in our day.  But we know a 

sluggard when we see one.  Sluggards are 

those lazy people who refuse to do the work 

given to them.  Therefore, they are 

distasteful in the mouth of the one who 

sends them to work in their name.  It is like 

smoke in the eyes when a business owner 

receives a call that one of his workers is 

ruining the reputation of his entire company 

because he is too lazy to do the work before 

him with energy and accuracy.  God sends 

us out every day to the various places He 

has called us to live.  And our work in those 

areas reflect upon Him because we are His 

children, bearing His name through baptism.  

If we refuse to do the work we have been 

given at home, at work, or at school, not 

only does that work go undone, but it is like 

smoke in the eyes of our Lord.  We are 

ruining His reputation on earth.  We are 

making sure His name is not hallowed 

among us.  For our sluggard ways, let us 

repent.  God help us to receive this wisdom. 
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